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2 Corinthians 5:11 – 5:21
Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to
persuade others. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it
is also plain to your conscience. 12 We are not trying to
commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an
opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer
those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is
in the heart. 13 If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is
for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For
Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that
one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all,
that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised
again.
11

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of
view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do
so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us
the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be
reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be
sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
16
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Bible Study: 2 Corinthians 5:11 – 5:21
Warming up
1.

Describe a time you have been “compelled” to action.

2. Share a story of reconciliation from your life. What
brought it about?

Keeping a big picture
3. What stimulates Paul to his ministry of reconciliation?
What evidence of this earlier in the letter? (i.e. What is the
“Since, then” of v11 refer to?)

4. Consider Isaiah 49:3-7. How does it anticipate what Paul
takes up?

5. What do these verses tell you about God?

6. What do these verses tell you about people?

5

Learning and responding
7. What is it to “fear the Lord” (v11)? How might such an
attitude manifest in your life?

8. What does it mean to be a new creation (v17)? What
evidence of this do you see in your life, and in your
church community?

9. Rephrase v21 in a way that would make sense to an
unbelieving friend or neighbour. Share your phrases
with your group.

10. In what ways has God committed to us, individually
and corporately, the message of reconciliation (v19)?

11. How do you (individual and together) allow God to
make his appeal through you (v20)?

6

Devotion 1- Isaiah 49:1-13
Theme: Reconciliation

GIST (Briefly summarise the passage)
GEM (What are things from this passage to treasure?)
JAMS (Where in this passage do you get stuck? What questions does
it raise for you?)
JESUS (How does this passage point you to Jesus? How does it
anticipate him, praise him or help you better understand him?)
JOB (In light of what Jesus has already done for us, what are we
called to do in response?)

Sunday, 9th October 2022
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Devotion 2 – Psalm 133
Theme: Reconciliation
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 1: 10-15 October 2022
8

Devotion 3 – Matthew 5:21 -26
Theme: Reconciliation
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 1: 10-15 October 2022
9

Devotion 4 – Ephesians 2:11 -22
Theme: Reconciliation
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 1: 10-15 October 2022
10

2 Corinthians 6:1-13
6 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s
grace in vain. 2 For he says,
“In the time of my favour I heard you,
and in the day of salvation I helped you.”
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of
salvation.
We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our
ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God
we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance;
in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings,
imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights
and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and
kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful
speech and in the power of God; with weapons of
righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through
glory and dishonour, bad report and good report; genuine,
yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as
unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not
killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making
many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
3

We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened
wide our hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our
affection from you, but you are withholding yours from
us. 13 As a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—open
wide your hearts also.
11
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Bible study: 2 Corinthians 16:1-16
Warming up
1.

It’s been said “Keep your face to the sunshine and you
cannot see a shadow.” What are the pros and cons of
“positivity”? How would you describe Paul’s mindset?

2. Describe your posture when you feel like someone is
withholding affection from you.

Keeping a big picture
3.

How does this passage flow on from 2 Corinthians 5?

4. How does 2 Corinthians 6:3-10 compare with
2 Corinthians 4:7-12?

5. What does the reference to Isaiah 49:8 add to Paul’s
argument?

6. What do these verses tell you about God?
What do these verses tell you about people?
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7. What does it mean to “not receive God’s grace in vain” (v1)?

Learning and responding

8. How do you ensure you do not receive God’s grace in vain?

9. In what ways could you help our church community
further strive to live out the truth of our reconciliation?

10. Think about ministry you are involved in (any ministry, not
necessarily ministry at church). What discourages you in
ministry? How do you endure hardship ministry?

11. What hardships does the church come up against in its
ministry? What does it need to do to endure?
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Devotion 1 – Isaiah 49:14 - 23
Theme: Living with troubles

GIST (Briefly summarise the passage)
GEM (What are things from this passage to treasure?)
JAMS (Where in this passage do you get stuck? What questions does
it raise for you?)
JESUS (How does this passage point you to Jesus? How does it
anticipate him, praise him or help you better understand him?)
JOB (In light of what Jesus has already done for us, what are we
called to do in response?)

Week 2: 17-22 October 2022
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Devotion 2 – Psalm 74
Theme: Living with troubles
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 2: 17-22 October 2022
16

Devotion 3 – John 16:16 -33
Theme: Living with troubles
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 2: 17-22 October 2022
17

Devotion 4 – Revelation 3:7 -13
Theme: Living with troubles
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 2: 17-22 October 2022
18

2 Corinthians 6:14 – 7:16
Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do
righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what
fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony
is there between Christ and Belial? Or what does a
believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What
agreement is there between the temple of God and
idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has
said:
14

“I will live with them
and walk among them,
and I will be their God,
and they will be my people.”
17
Therefore,
“Come out from them
and be separate,
says the Lord.
Touch no unclean thing,
and I will receive you.”
18
And,
“I will be a Father to you,
and you will be my sons and daughters,
says the Lord Almighty.”
7 Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let
us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates
body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for
God.
Sunday,16th October 2022
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Make room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no
one, we have corrupted no one, we have exploited no
one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you; I have said before
that you have such a place in our hearts that we would live
or die with you. 4 I have spoken to you with great frankness;
I take great pride in you. I am greatly encouraged; in all our
troubles my joy knows no bounds.
2

For when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest, but
we were harassed at every turn—conflicts on the outside,
fears within. 6 But God, who comforts the
downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not
only by his coming but also by the comfort you had given
him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep
sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was
greater than ever.
5

Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it.
Though I did regret it—I see that my letter hurt you, but
only for a little while— 9 yet now I am happy, not because
you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to
repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended
and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow
brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no
regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See what this
godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what
eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what
alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see
justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to
be innocent in this matter. 12 So even though I wrote to
you, it was neither on account of the one who did the
wrong nor on account of the injured party, but rather that
before God you could see for yourselves how devoted to us
you are. 13 By all this we are encouraged.
8

Sunday,16th October 2022
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In addition to our own encouragement, we were especially
delighted to see how happy Titus was, because his spirit
has been refreshed by all of you. 14 I had boasted to him
about you, and you have not embarrassed me. But just as
everything we said to you was true, so our boasting about
you to Titus has proved to be true as well. 15 And his
affection for you is all the greater when he remembers that
you were all obedient, receiving him with fear and
trembling. 16 I am glad I can have complete confidence in
you.

Sunday,16th October 2022
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Bible Study: 2 Corinthians 6:14 - 7:16
Warming up
1.

Describe something that has a special purpose or place
in your life. How do you treat it?

2. Share an example of someone, other than Jesus, who’s
holiness inspires you.

Keeping a big picture
3. What connections you see between 6:14 - 7:1 and the
surrounding verses?

4. How do the Old Testament quotes give broader context
for Paul’s argument (see especially Jeremiah 32:37-39)?

5. What do these verses tell you about God?

6. What do these verses tell you about people?
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Learning and responding
7. Christians have been accused of being “so heavenly
minded they are no earthly good.” From this passage,
how might you engage with this idea? What
consistencies or inconsistencies does your life have with
these thoughts?

8. What are some ways you might be tempted to be yoked
with unbelievers? How do you “come out from them and
be separate”? How does the corporate sense of 7:1 inform
your thoughts and actions?

9. What examples of worldly sorrow and godly sorrow do
you see in your life? What is unique about Godly sorrow?
How can you practice Godly sorrow rather than worldly
sorrow? (v8-13)

24

Devotion 1 – Leviticus 19:1 -18
Theme: Holiness

GIST (Briefly summarise the passage)
GEM (What are things from this passage to treasure?)
JAMS (Where in this passage do you get stuck? What questions does
it raise for you?)
JESUS (How does this passage point you to Jesus? How does it
anticipate him, praise him or help you better understand him?)
JOB (In light of what Jesus has already done for us, what are we
called to do in response?)

Week 3:24-29 October 2022
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Devotion 2 – Psalm 27
Theme: Holiness
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 3:17-22 October 2022
26

Devotion 3 – Matthew 5:17-20
Theme: Holiness
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 3:24-29 October 2022
27

Devotion 4 – 1 Peter 1:13 -25
Theme: Holiness
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 3:24-29 October 2022
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2 Corinthians 8:1-9
8 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know
about the grace that God has given the
Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial,
their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up
in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as
they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on
their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege
of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they
exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of
all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 6 So
we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to
bring also to completion this act of grace on your
part. 7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech,
in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we
have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of
giving.
I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity
of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of
others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that you through his poverty might
become rich.
8

Sunday, 30th October 2022
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Bible Study: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9
Warming up
1.

What is an act of generosity that has encouraged you?

2. What areas of life does culture encourage you to excel in?

Keeping a big picture
3. How does Leviticus 27:30-33 provide background for
2 Corinthians 8?

4. What do we know about the collection Paul is taking up?
(See 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 and Romans 15:25-32)

5. What do these verses tell you about God?

6. What do these verses tell you about people?

31

Learning and responding
7. What do you learn from the Macedonian churches? What
challenges do they have for you?

8. What does it mean to give oneself “first of all to the Lord”?
How does that impact our attitude to generosity?

9. While Paul does not command (v8), he urges the
Corinthians to “excel in this grace of giving” (v7). What is
the place of generosity in the Christian life?

10. Paul discusses this generous giving quite openly with the
Corinthians, even comparing them with others (v8). What
implication does this have for you, your group, and our
church?

11. How does Jesus inspire generosity in you (v9)?
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Devotion 1 – Leviticus 27:30 -33
Theme: Riches and poverty

GIST (Briefly summarise the passage)
GEM (What are things from this passage to treasure?)
JAMS (Where in this passage do you get stuck? What questions does
it raise for you?)
JESUS (How does this passage point you to Jesus? How does it
anticipate him, praise him or help you better understand him?)
JOB (In light of what Jesus has already done for us, what are we
called to do in response?)

Week 4:31 October- 5 November 2022
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Devotion 2 – Psalm 50
(((Gist, Gem,
Jams,
Jesus,
Job)
Theme:
Riches
and
poverty
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 4:31 October- 5 November 2022
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Devotion 3 – Matthew 20:1 -16
Theme: Riches and poverty
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 4:31 October- 5 November 2022
35

Devotion 4 – Romans 15:23 -29
Theme: Riches and poverty
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 4:31 October- 5 November 2022
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2 Corinthians 8:8-15
I am not commanding you, but I want to test the
sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness
of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor,
so that you through his poverty might become rich.
8

And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this
matter. Last year you were the first not only to give but also to
have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that your
eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion
of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there,
the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according
to what one does not have.
10

Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are
hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14 At the present
time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their
plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it is
written: “The one who gathered much did not have too much,
and the one who gathered little did not have too little.”
13

Sunday, 6th November 2022
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Bible Study:2 Corinthians 8:8-15
Warming up
1.

What things do you tend to leave unfinished?

2. Discuss the expression “God helps those who help
themselves”.

Keeping a big picture

3. How does Exodus 16:11-20 provide background for
2 Corinthians 8?

4. What do these verses tell you about God?

5. What do these verses tell you about people?

39

Learning and responding
6. Discuss Paul’s method of motivation for the Corinthians
to “finish the work”.

7. How does the principle of generosity according to what
one has along with an attitude of willingness impact
the way you consider financial giving?

8. Paul says “the goal is equality” and uses Exodus 16:18 to
reinforce this idea. In what ways is financial equality an
outcome of God’s kingdom?

9. What challenges does 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 leave you
with? Are there things you need to change?
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Devotion 1 – Exodus 16:11 -18
Theme: Giving generously

GIST (Briefly summarise the passage)
GEM (What are things from this passage to treasure?)
JAMS (Where in this passage do you get stuck? What questions does
it raise for you?)
JESUS (How does this passage point you to Jesus? How does it
anticipate him, praise him or help you better understand him?)
JOB (In light of what Jesus has already done for us, what are we
called to do in response?)

Week 5: 7-12th November 2022
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Devotion 2 – Psalm 37
Theme: Giving generously
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 5: 7-12th November 2022
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Devotion 3 – Matthew 6:24 -34
Theme: Giving generously
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 5: 7-12th November 2022
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Devotion 4 – 1 Corinthians 16:1-4
Theme: Giving generously
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 5: 7-12th November 2022
44

2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5
Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the
same concern I have for you. 17 For Titus not only welcomed
our appeal, but he is coming to you with much
enthusiasm and on his own initiative. 18 And we are
sending along with him the brother who is praised by all
the churches for his service to the gospel. 19 What is more,
he was chosen by the churches to accompany us as we
carry the offering, which we administer in order to honour
the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help. 20 We
want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this
liberal gift. 21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not
only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man.
16

In addition, we are sending with them our brother who
has often proved to us in many ways that he is zealous,
and now even more so because of his great confidence in
you. 23 As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker among
you; as for our brothers, they are representatives of the
churches and an honour to Christ. 24 Therefore show these
men the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in
you, so that the churches can see it.
22

9 There is no need for me to write to you about this
service to the Lord’s people. 2 For I know your eagerness to
help, and I have been boasting about it to the
Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in
Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred
most of them to action. 3 But I am sending the brothers in
order that our boasting about you in this matter should
not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you
would be. 4 For if any Macedonians come with me and find
you unprepared, we—not to say anything about you—would
be ashamed of having been so confident. 5 So I thought it
necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and
45

finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had
promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as
one grudgingly given.

Sunday, 13th November 2022
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Bible Study: 2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5
Warming up
1.

What do you boast about?

2. When is boasting right or wrong?

Keeping a big picture
3. What wisdom does Proverbs 22:8-9 provide to this
passage?

4. What do these verses tell you about God?

5. What do these verses tell you about people?
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Learning and responding
6. What evidence of financial accountability and integrity
do you see in this passage? Why are these things
important in Christian community?

7. How does the principle Paul uses to administer this
offering (v19) inform individual and corporate use of
finances? What would make the principle hard to
implement?

8. The Corinthians had been eager to help but were slow to
bring this help to fruition. What slowed them down? How
is Paul trying to help them finish? What can slow you
down in giving?

9. Discuss the distinction between generosity and grudging
raised in 2 Corinthians 9:5

49

Devotion 1 – Deuteronomy 15:1-6
Theme: Honouring Christ with our actions

GIST (Briefly summarise the passage)
GEM (What are things from this passage to treasure?)
JAMS (Where in this passage do you get stuck? What questions does
it raise for you?)
JESUS (How does this passage point you to Jesus? How does it
anticipate him, praise him or help you better understand him?)
JOB (In light of what Jesus has already done for us, what are we
called to do in response?)

Week 6: 14-19 November 2022
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Devotion 2 – Psalm 1
Theme: Honouring Christ with our actions
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 6: 14-19 November 2022
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Devotion 3 – Mark 15
Theme: Honouring Christ with our actions
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 6: 14-19 November 2022
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Devotion 4 – Galatians 6:1-10
Theme: Honouring Christ with our actions
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 6: 14-19 November 2022
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2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is
able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work. 9 As it is written:
6

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”
10
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will also supply and increase your store of seed and
will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be
enriched in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result
in thanksgiving to God.
This service that you perform is not only supplying the
needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many
expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by
which you have proved yourselves, others will praise
God for the obedience that accompanies your
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone
else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to
you, because of the surpassing grace God has given
you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
12

Sunday, 20th November 2022
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Bible Study:2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Warming up
1.

When have you “reaped what you sowed”?

2. Make a list of God’s generous provision to you.

Keeping a big picture
3. "Remember this” in v6, is more literally “This is what I
mean”. How does the literal translation connect these
two parts of 2 Corinthians 9?

4. Read Psalm 112. How does Paul's reference to Psalm 112
(the quote in v9) provide background for Paul’s
instructions?

5. What do these verses tell you about God?

6. What do these verses tell you about people?
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Learning and responding
7. What principles has Paul established that help us “give
what you have decided in your heart to give”? How do
you make and revise this decision?

8. How do you practically ensure that you are a “cheerful
giver” (v7)?

9. Abundant blessing is promised to the believer (v8-11).
What is this blessing, what is its purpose, and what is your
experience of God’s abundant blessing?

10. How does generosity lead to thankfulness for God’s grace
to people? What might this look like in contemporary
Christian community?

11. Spend time giving thanks God for his indescribable gift!
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Devotion 1 – Deuteronomy 15:7-11
Theme: God is the generous provider

GIST (Briefly summarise the passage)
GEM (What are things from this passage to treasure?)
JAMS (Where in this passage do you get stuck? What questions does
it raise for you?)
JESUS (How does this passage point you to Jesus? How does it
anticipate him, praise him or help you better understand him?)
JOB (In light of what Jesus has already done for us, what are we
called to do in response?)

Week 7: 21-27 November 2022

58

Devotion 2 – Psalm 112
Theme: God is the generous provider
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 7: 21-27 November 2022
59

Devotion 3 – Mark 15:21-41
Theme: God is the generous provider
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 7: 21-27 November 2022
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Devotion 4 – Philippians 4:15-20
Theme: God is the generous provider
(Gist, Gem, Jams, Jesus, Job)

Week 7: 21-27 November 2022
61

